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TOXICOLOGY
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distribution. The liver may be congested, with fatty degeneration most
marked in the centre of the lobule. The kidneys are congested, and there
is perhaps some fatty change,

Symptoms There appeal to be two groups: (i) a mild form of intestinal disturb-
ance, sore throat, cough, pain in the stomach, sometimes vomiting,
and constipation rather than diarrhoea; the symptoms may not appear
for some hours; and <ii) nervous symptoms, drowsiness, headaehe,
articular pains, and sometimes effusion into the joints, The cranial
nerves may be affected with varying symptoms, Later chorcifonn move-
ments, peripheral neuritis, and blindness from optic atrophy may
occur- Alburn in uria is also described. Death often takes place, generally
from heart failure. If the patient survives long enough, cpilation will
occur.

Treatment The stomach should be washed out with alkaline lotions and sodium
thiosulphate solution, and purgation and the intravenous injection of
sodium thiosulphate are recommended. Otherwise treatment should
be directed to particular symptoms as they arise, The heart should be
watched, and stimulants will probably be necessary.

(ft) Chronic Poisoning

In Germany several cases of chronic poisoning have been reported,
Fatigue, loss of appetite, pains in the knees, cpilation, loss of sight,
eosinophilia, and lyniphocytosis have been recorded.

8.-POISONOUS FUNGI
1525.] Most species of fungi are non-poisonous, but the distinction in
some cases between poisonous and non-poisonous species is so dillieult
that, unless expert knowledge is available,, they should be avoided, and
only the common field mushroom, Agariciw (Psaltixta) campextriti,
should be eaten.
Certain species can be eaten with impunity by some persons but
not by others, Some species are apparently poisonous when fresh but
on keeping lose this property. Some poisonous species become non-
poisonous after thorough washing and cooking in water, due no doubt
to the removal of the water-soluble toxic agent. These facts account
for some of the apparently paradoxical statements made regarding the
toxicity of these fungi.
Poisonous fungi may be classified in the following groups; (i) nervous
and severe irritant; (ii) severe Irritant; (iii) irritant; (iv) haemolytic.
(0 Nervous and severe irritant. Among the fungi capable of producing
the symptoms described below are Amtwita muscarw (fly agaric),
Amanitapantherina (warted agaric), and species ofCiitocybennd/nocybe.
The active principle of the first two species is muscarino, but, although
active principles which, resemble muscarine have been isolated from the
two latter species, it is doubtful if they are identical It is also probable
that these fungi contain other poisonous ingredients.